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		Competition Invitation

We invite you to participate in the open international ideas competition for Kerava’s
station area renewal!  
We are organising an international design competition for Kerava’s station area renewal to find a comprehensive overall concept, as well as diverse and open-minded
development options, for this area of high cultural-historical value.
Kerava Railway Station boasts one of the historical station buildings along Finland’s
first railway, the Helsinki–Hämeenlinna line. Its construction helped Kerava to grow
from a rural settlement to a thriving town and to build versatile industry in the area,
which brought along jobs and new housing. The Kerava station has been a thoroughfare for countless commuters travelling across municipal borders to and from Kerava.
The proximity and opportunities of Helsinki also create excellent
preconditions for the development and growth of the town.

In the future, the Kerava station area will be a vibrant, cohesive and pleasan
environment for services, housing, flexible working and leisure activities, which
remains attractive all year-round. Versatile housing solutions, the closeness of the
services offered in the town centre and the excellent public transport connections
will attract current and new Kerava residents alike to live, study, work and spend their
leisure time in the station area.

Kirsi Rontu
Mayor
Town of Kerava
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Competition Information
2.1

Organiser and nature of the competition

The competition is organised by the Town of Kerava in collaboration with the Finnish
Association of Architects (SAFA) and the Finnish Association of Landscape Architects
(MARK). The competition is an open international ideas competition.
Kerava is located in southern Finland, some 30 kilometres north of the capital,
Helsinki.
Map Link:
https://www.bing.com/maps?q=kerava&src=IE-SearchBox&FORM=IESR4S
2.2

Purpose of the competition

The purpose of the ideas competition for the Kerava station area is to create a new
attractive, pleasant and functional living environment, with street-front shops and
places for diverse activities. The objective is to support and promote the position of
walking and cycling as modes of travel. In particular, a solution is sought for the future needs of park-and-ride services. The positioning of parking facilities must support
commuter traffic, as well as the functions of the town centre, with the pedestrian
street Kauppakaari in particular.

Green

Urban

The plans will visualise new and infill development in the area, the repurposing of existing building stock, and the arrangements and structuring of public outdoor spaces,
as well as traffic and parking areas. The solutions must be sustainable in terms of their
life cycle, in addition to being feasible. The competition also seeks views and visions
regarding tall construction in the area. Specifically, opportunities are welcomed for
urban wood construction. The construction will be implemented in phases over the
coming decades.

Communal

Smooth Connections

The ideas plans will be used to update the vision for area development in central
Kerava.
Natural

Valuable

A vision for area development in central Kerava. Image: Pekka Halme 2021.
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Aerial view of the competition area pictured from the south. Image source: Town of Kerava 2020.
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2.3

Right to participate and publication of the competition

All citizens of Finland and other countries may participate in the competition regardless of their professional background.
The members, experts and secretary of the competition jury, as well as their business
partners and family members, are not eligible to enter the competition. Persons who
have participated in the preparation of the competition project or in related decision-making, as well as their business partners and family members, are also not eligible to participate.
The competition is organised as a design competition, in accordance with the Finnish
Procurement Act. A procurement notification concerning the competition has been
published in the Hilma official service for public procurements in Finland (https://
www.hankintailmoitukset.fi/en/)
The invitation to participate in the competition has also been published on the Town
of Kerava website, in the competition calendar on the SAFA website, in SAFA’s member newsletter, and in SAFA’s Arkkitehtiuutiset news magazine. The organisers seek
to publicise the invitation via electronic media as widely as possible. The competition
website is available at
https://www.kerava.fi/palvelut/kaavoitus/keravan-uudistuva-asemanseutu-kansainvalinen-arkkitehtuurikilpailu/kerava-station-area-renewal-international-ideas-competition
View towards the station from the Aurinkomäki hill in the winter. Image source: Town of Kerava 2010.
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2.4

Prizes and purchases

2.5

Competition jury and experts

A total of 85,000 euros in prizes and purchases will be awarded in the competition, as
follows:

As members appointed by the Town of Kerava, the jury includes:

1st prize 30,000 euros
2nd prize 20,000 euros
3rd prize 15,000 euros

•
•
•
•

Two (2) purchases in the amount of 10,000 euros each.
The jury may change the distribution of the prize sum by a unanimous decision and in
accordance with the competition rules of the Finnish Association of Architects (SAFA).
The prizes will be paid through SAFA. According to their competition rules, SAFA shall
charge 7% of all prizes and purchases. A request has been submitted to exempt the
prize sums from taxes.
At their discretion, the jury may also award honorary mentions. No reward will be paid
for honorary mentions.

Kirsi Rontu, Mayor, Town of Kerava; chair of competition jury
Pia Sjöroos, Director of Urban Planning, Town of Kerava, Architect SAFA
Kai Perhola, Property Development Manager, VR Group
Erkki Kauranen, Chair of the Urban Development Division, Town of Kerava.

As impartial professional members appointed by the Finnish Association of Architects
(SAFA), the jury includes:
•
•

Vesa Humalisto, Architect SAFA
Santtu Hyvärinen, Architect SAFA

As an impartial professional member appointed by the Finnish Association of Landscape Architects (MARK), the jury includes:
•

Katariina Peltola, Landscape Architect MARK

Experts:
•
•
•
•

Erkki Vähätörmä, Town Engineer, Town of Kerava
Tuomas Turpeinen, Senior Land Use Planner, Town of Kerava
Arja Elovirta, Director of Museum Services, Town of Kerava
Samuli Isola, expert in local history, Kerava-seura ry

Town Planning Architect Sanna Lahti from the Town of Kerava serves as the jury secretary.
The jury is also entitled to consult other experts as it deems necessary. The experts
and secretary will not participate in judging the competition entries.
Pia Sjöroos, Vesa Humalisto, Santtu Hyvärinen and Katariina Peltola serve as professional members of the jury, in accordance with SAFA’s competition rules.

Statue of Volmari Iso-Hollo on the Iso-Hollon aukio square. Iso-Hollo was a
runner from Kerava. He won several Olympic medals in the 1930s. Photo:
Lauri Rahikainen 2012.

11

2.6

Rules of the competition and approval of the competition programme

The competition constitutes a public procurement implemented in the form of a design competition and is therefore subject to Finnish legislation concerning public procurements. This competition programme and SAFA’s competition rules (www.safa.fi)
will be followed in the competition. The competition programme has been approved
by the competition organiser and jury, as well as by the SAFA and MARK competition
committees.
2.7

Availability of competition programme documents

2.8

Competition schedule

The invitation to participate and competition programme are published on Monday,
15 November 2021.
An online competition seminar is held on Monday, 29 November 2021,
12:00 noon–2:00 p.m. (EET, UTC +2).
Questions concerning the competition must be submitted by Monday, 8 December
2021, at 3:00 p.m. (EET, UTC +2).

The competition programme and other competition documents can be downloaded
free of charge on the competition website at www.kerava.fi/newasemanseutu.  

Replies to the questions concerning the competition will be provided no later than 21
December 2021.

Competitors are advised to follow the competition website for the entire duration of
the competition. Where required, competition-related notifications will be published
on the competition website during the competition period.

The competition period ends at the entry submission deadline of 15 February 2022,
by 3:00 p.m. (EET, UTC +2).

Competitors may only use the competition programme with its map and image material, as well as the competition material that can be downloaded on the competition
website, for the sole purpose of drawing up their competition entry. Any utilisation of
even parts of the material for other purposes is not allowed.

The targeted schedule for publishing the results of the competition is during March–
April 2022.

Ode to water. The central pool in the Avaruuspuisto park. Photo: Lauri Rahikainen 2013.
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Objectives of the
Competition
In the future, the renewing Kerava station area will offer versatile housing at a vibrant public transport hub. The reshaping area
will entail thriving, modern street-front services, and the dense
fabric will incorporate clever urban green solutions in the buildings, yards and parks, as well as on streets and squares. Walking
and cycling within the area are seamless, with high-quality connections to the surrounding areas. The developing townscape
will respect the area’s history, while also asserting the town’s
updated image.
3.1

A valuable built environment

The first objective is for the old and the new in the Kerava station
area to develop hand in hand, in a bold manner. The area entails
a nationally significant built cultural heritage site (“RKY” site),
Kerava Railway Station. There are also other old, valuable buildings in the areas of Aurinkomäki and the Asemanaukio square,
which are to be respected alongside the RKY site in designing
the renewal of the station area. High-quality connections from
the reshaping station area towards the north-east, with the valuable Heikkilänmäki museum area, as well as towards the pedestrian-oriented town centre and the Kauppakaari pedestrian
street, are important.
3.2

Kerava’s town centre by night. Photo: Lauri Rahikainen 2013.

Mobility and park-and-ride facilities

The second objective is to develop functional park-and-ride
solutions in above-ground indoor parking facilities. The station
also needs to be well-accessible from every direction by bicycle
or on foot. As regards traffic and transport, Kerava is part of the
Helsinki Metropolitan Area’s commuter zone.
The town centre constitutes a significant service cluster, and
the Kerava Railway Station is also an important node of regional
transport across municipal boundaries. Particularly from Tuusula and Sipoo, commuters arrive to park their cars at the Kerava
station then continue their commute by train.
The goal is to have more housing, modern street-front services and green and comfortable environment. Residential buildings from 2013 on the edge of Paasikivenaukio. Designer: Petri Rouhiainen Architects. Photo: Sanna Lahti 2021.
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3.3

Versatile housing

The third objective is for the station area to offer future homes
for many current Kerava residents, as well as new residents who
will move to Kerava as the town grows. The goal is to generate
versatile housing production, which will incorporate homes for
all age groups, for families of all sizes and for single people and
all lifestyles.
3.4

Phased construction

The aim is to uncover a vision for the long-term development
of the eastern and western sides of the station area over a time
span of some 20–30 years. The development will occur in phases, beginning on the western side, in the section stretching towards the current town centre.
3.5

Sustainable development goals

Interior perspective view of student work in the Kerava town hall
block. Photo and plan: Emma Komi 2021.

The overall objective is to develop Kerava in such a way that all
solutions are ecologically sustainable. Climate-smart lifestyle
choices, sustainable mobility and the promotion of a safe and
pleasant living and working environment are given priority.
In addition, the social sustainability objectives include the securing of non-discrimination and universally accessible mobility in
the area, as well as preparing for the changing needs of society. Services need to be well-accessible by sustainable modes of
travel.
Acknowledging the built cultural heritage site is also included in
the sustainable development goals, as are values such as promoting biodiversity, minimising the carbon footprint and advancing functional solutions for stormwater management.
3.6

Gross external areas (GEA)

Guided by the dimensioning guidelines set out in the local master plan, the aim is to plan for roughly 70,000–80,000 m2 GEA
of housing and roughly 15,000–17,000 m2 GEA of commercial
facilities for the area.
Aerial view of Aurinkomäki and central Kerava. Image source: Town of Kerava 2020.
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Evaluation Criteria
for the Competition
Entries
The jury has outlined the evaluation criteria for the competition
entries.
Entries will be judged based on whether they have been prepared in accordance with the competition objectives and design
guidelines, and whether they embody a strong and innovative
overall vision.
Special attention is paid to a high standard of reconciling the valuable milieu and the reshaping area, to practical park-and-ride
solutions, to walking and cycling arrangements, to outstanding
functional solutions in the eastern and western side of the area,
as well as to a strong vision regarding the future of housing and
architecture in Kerava.
The evaluation will also consider whether the proposal includes
pioneering sustainable development solutions, in addition
to being technically and economically feasible and enabling
phased implementation.  
The overall proposal and the practicality of the solution outweigh the accuracy of the details in the evaluation.

Smooth and barrier-free walking connections from the station to the town centre and the rest of Kerava are important.
Photo: Sanna Lahti 2021.
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The competition area pictured from the east. Image source: Town of Kerava 2020.

Aerial orthophotograph and outline of the competition area. Town of Kerava 2021.
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Background and
Initial Data for the
Competition Task
5.1

Location and size of the competition area

Geographically, Kerava is a small town, covering an area of circa 31 km2 (average length 9 km and width 4 km). The population of Kerava is 37,000. However, the population density, 1,211
residents/km2, is the third highest in Finland after Helsinki and
Kauniainen.
Source:
Association of Finnish Municipalities/Kuntaliitto.fi 2021.
The competition area comprises the central railway station area,
the northernmost of the two station areas located in Kerava.
The other station is located in the Savio district, some 3 kilometres to the south.

There are two railway stations in Kerava, in Savio and in
the town centre.

The competition area spans a radius of roughly 200 metres from
the railway station in central Kerava. The area is delineated by
the Tapulitori square and the Junailijankatu street in the north,
by the Paasikivenkatu street in the west, by the Aurinkomäki
area and Asemansilta bridge in the south, and by the Puualhonpolku and Laanipolku routes in the east. In addition, areas to be
studied in the competition include Aurinkomäki to the west of
the competition area, the Kauppakaari pedestrian zone and the
Heikkilänmäki museum area to the east of the competition area.
The competition area covers a total of ca. 12 hectares, including
some 2.1 hectares of land reserved for the railway tracks.
Study areas
The area to be studied in connection with the competition area
comprises the Heikkilänmäki museum area to the east of the
competition area and the Aurinkomäki area to the west of the
competition area, as well as the Kauppakaari pedestrian zone
and the surrounds of the Paasikiven puisto park.
The competition area (red border) and the study area (blue border). Image source: Town of Kerava 2020.
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5.2

History of the competition area

Up until the arrival of the railway in 1862, Kerava was a rural community. The railway enabled industrial development. The first to
emerge were the brickworks and Finland’s first cement mill in
Savio, established in 1869. Kerava’s significance as an industrial
site grew with the completion of the private Porvoo–Kerava railway line in 1874. The Russian garrison in the neighbouring municipality of Hyrylä also increased Kerava’s significance as a junction station. In 1880, the population of Kerava was 649, and, in
addition to the brickworks, a ceramic tile factory and fireworks
factory began operations in Kerava. While the railway was under construction, the population of the Kerava area was roughly
450. The Kerava station building was finished in 1878, sixteen
years after the completion of the railway.  
Kerava was known especially for its carpenters. The motif for the
town’s coat of arms was also inspired by the woodworking industry, which was important for Kerava’s development. In 1908,
six journeyman carpenters, who had relocated from Porvoo, set
up a carpentry shop in Kerava. The establishment used to be
the largest and best-known furnisher of public facilities in Finland. For instance, the fittings and furnishings of the Parliament
House were made in Kerava. The shop was later acquired by the
Stockmann company. It was located on the current site of Kerava
Town Hall.
Woodworking industry was also located in the eastern part of
the competition area that currently houses a street-level commuter parking field. Street names such as Sahankatu, Tapulikatu, Laanipolku and Puualhonpolku (i.e. “sawmill street”, “wood
pile street”, “storage field path” and “wood hollow path”) are
present-day reminders of the sawmill industry era.
In 1924, Kerava separated From Tuusula to become its own municipality and became a borough of 3,000 residents (historically,
a borough, i.e. kauppala in Finnish, was a type of municipality
between a rural parish and a town or city). Architects Berndt
Aminoff, Birger Brunila and E. Kaalamo drew up the first local
detailed plan for the borough, which was ratified in 1927. At the
same time, the wooden Asemansilta bridge was built to replace
a railway crossing that had become dangerous.
20

The Lahenius family posing in front of their house in Alikerava (Alikeravantie 35) in the 1930s. The Lahenius cottage stood
roughly around the site of the current Kerava Fire Station. Photo by Tenho Tähtinen. Image source: Kerava Museum Services
Sinkka, the Veikko Elo collection License: CC BY-NC-ND 4.0.

With the completion of the railway bridge, commercial and residential construction began to focus on its current location to
the west of the station. Commercial buildings befitting Kerava’s
new status as an independent borough began to be built along
the main road (i.e. the current Kauppakaari street), and new
housing rose in the blocks surrounding the station. The buildings
primarily comprised wooden low-rise buildings. They were built
by the local Puuseppätehdas carpentry shop and the Keravan
Puuteollisuus Oy company for their employees, as well as by a
few private builders.
In 1970, Kerava became a town and construction picked up
speed. At that point, Kerava had some 14,400 residents. In the
1970s, after Kerava became a town, most of the wooden villas in
Aurinkomäki were torn down, and concrete blocks of flats began
to be built in the area.
Kerava has wanted to remain at the forefront of development
since the early phases of its urbanisation. In 1974, the third instalment of Housing Fair Finland was arranged in Kerava’s Jaakkola district.
Today, Kerava is home to many businesses that offer jobs for the
town’s own residents and those of the neighbouring municipalities. Among the largest employers in Kerava are the Oy Sinebrychoff Ab brewing company and kitchen equipment supplier
Metos Oy Ab. Kerava aims at 100-percent self-sufficiency in jobs.
Kerava Railway Station serves as an important connection for
many Kerava residents, as well as for commuters from neighbouring municipalities.

The Asemansilta bridge, with the Heikkilänmäki area in the background. Stacks of wood stand along what is currently the
Tapulikatu street in ca. 1950–1960. Image source: Kerava Museum Services Sinkka. License: CC BY-NC-ND 4.0.
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The first local detailed plan for the Kerava borough
from 1924, ratified in 1927. Image source: plan
archives, Town of Kerava.
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Map from 1924. Colours
adjusted. Image source: Town
of Kerava.
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5.3

Town structure

Most of the land area included in Kerava comprises a densely
planned urban fabric. A large part of the building stock in Kerava consists of single-family houses and other low-rise dwellings.
Multi-storey buildings are focussed on the centres of densely
populated areas and along the railway. As regards nature conditions, Kerava is a leafy and green town. The Aurinkomäki and
Heikkilänmäki areas are the most important green environments in central Kerava.
In 2024, Kerava will again experience a strong expansion. The
Housing Fair 2024 will be arranged in Kerava, with emphasis on
wood construction and climate-smart sustainable development
solutions in the buildings and the environment alike.
The impact area of Kerava Railway Station spans roughly 1–2
kilometres. Some 65% of all Kerava residents live in districts located within this area. Based on accessibility maps, central Kerava and the railway station are accessible by bicycle from the
epicentre of the town in less than 10 minutes and from almost
the entire town in less than 20 minutes. Accessibility of central
Kerava in minutes.

The diagram shows the travel
time by bicycle from various
parts of Kerava to the town
centre. Image source: Keravan liikennejärjestelmäsuunnitelma 2035, Sito 2013.
Appendix 8, s.31.
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Figure-ground diagram of the
urban structure. Map source:
Town of Kerava 2021.

The Housing Fair will be held in
Kerava for the second time in
2024. The first housing in Kerava
fair was held in 1974.

5.4

Built Environment

The immediate surrounds of the station are included in a nationally significant built cultural heritage site (RKY) inventoried by
the Finnish Heritage Agency. The RKY site is included in the competition area. The study areas also comprise several valuable old
buildings. In addition to the buildings, the planning and study
areas entail significant built squares and the pedestrian street
Kauppakaari, which constitutes Kerava’s commercial centre, as
well as an important recreational area for Kerava residents, Aurinkomäki.
The Kerava station area has experienced intense development
since the town’s urbanisation, particularly starting from the
1980s. At that point, the Ravintola Areena restaurant and Kauppahalli market hall were built on the edges of the Asemanaukio
square. The Yrittäjien talo building rose along the Paasikivenkatu
street. On the northern edge of the competition area, on the
corner of Paasikivenkatu and Junailijankatu, there is a multistorey residential building completed in 2018. The new Veturiaukio
square to the north of the station was built at the same time,
and the taxi station was moved there from Asemanaukio. A bicycle parking area was built along the eastern edge of Veturiaukio
on a site that used to house a station park. A new shelter was
built for the access to the railway underpass to the north of the
station in 2002. The bus terminal is located on Asemanaukio.
The Iso-Hollon aukio square in front of the market hall, to the
west of Asemanaukio, was built in 1994 to commemorate multiple Olympic medallist, runner Volmari Iso-Hollo, who hailed
from Kerava.
The Kauppakaari street that runs within the study area was
converted into a pedestrian street in 1981, marking one of the
first pedestrian street conversions in Finland. Among the services located along Kauppakaari is the Prisma hypermarket and
shopping centre. The former Anttila department store building
towards Aurinkomäki is currently almost vacant and will be demolished. It will be replaced with multistorey residential buildings. Prisma, the Karuselli shopping centre and the K-Citymarket
hypermarket on the southern side of the Keskustan kehä street
form the so-called commercial triangle of central Kerava.

Aerial photograph of the competition area, pictured from the north-east. The view shows the concentration of tall
construction in the town centre and along the railway. Further afield, there are neighbourhoods of single-family houses
and low-rise dwellings. Image source: Town of Kerava 2020.
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The most significant public buildings in the study area include
the Kerava Town Hall built in the 1970s, the Kerava Library from
2002 (on the border of the study area), the Cinema Keuda building and the Kerava Upper Secondary School from 1998. The other buildings in the study area are commercial and residential
buildings.
There used to be several wooden villas in Aurinkomäki. They
were torn down in the 1970s, and the Aurinkomäki hill was built
into a park with a stage for performances and a playground. A
few old, protected buildings remain: the Tomtebo building located on the south-western slope of the hill and used by an art
school, as well as the Lindström pharmacy building from 1923
and the Liittopankki residential and bank building from 1928 on
the eastern side of the hill, on Asemantie.
There are no buildings in the section of the competition area
that lies to the east of the railway, with the exception of the railway workers’ building entailed in the RKY site. The area is used
for park-and-ride services. The site also offers bicycle parking.
On the eastern edge of the competition area is the Tapulipuisto
park with a playground, as well as parking spaces for the residents of the Puualhonpolku street. The blocks of flats falling
outside the competition area on Puualhonpolku were built in
the 1970s. Flanking the Tapulitori square are newer residential
buildings from the early 2000s.
A more detailed description of the built environment is provided
in appendix 15, Keravan asemanseudun rakennettu ympäristö.

5.5

Natural environment

The competition area entails hardly any environments preserved
in a natural state. Paasikivenkatu and Asemantie are tree-lined
streets, and trees also outline the commuter parking areas on
both sides of the railway. Some old trees and shrubs remain
from the old station park by the edges of the bicycle parking
area. The current range of species represented in the green elements on the streets is quite limited. The predominant species is
the common linden. The Tapulipuisto park is located to the east
of the railway.
5.6

Planning situation

5.6.1

Helsinki-Uusimaa Land Use Plan 2050

The Helsinki-Uusimaa Land Use Plan 2050 came into force, for
the most part, on 24 September 2021.
In this regional land use plan, nearly all of Kerava is marked as
an urban settlement functions development zone. The development principle notation designates nationally and regionally
significant urban settlement functions zones in which the development and densification of the community structure is of special significance for the development of the entire region. Urban
settlement functions development zones chiefly comprise existing densely populated areas in which the community structure
is already on a sustainable footing.
The area of Kerava’s town centre is dedicated as a centre functions area. The centre functions plan notation indicates thelargest and most diverse centres outside the capital centre, which
have versatile housing, jobs, as well as public and private services.

The RKY area of the Kerava Station.
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5.6.2

Local master plan

In Kerava’s Local Master Plan 2035 (approved by the Town Council on 7 November 2016), central Kerava is marked as a services-oriented, commercially-oriented and housing-oriented area
(plan notation C-2), which is to be developed as a high-quality
mixed-use whole comprising commercial and public services,
office facilities, administration, housing and green areas. Large
retail units, as well as workplace construction befitting a town
centre, may be allocated to the area. The area is also included
in a public services and administrative area where infill development is permitted. The station milieu comprises a nationally significant built cultural heritage site (RKY site) listed by the Finnish
Heritage Agency. In the C-2 centre areas to be developed, the
planning density ranges between ea = 0.5 and ea = 1.0.

Excerpt from Local Master Plan 2035 for the
town centre. The Local Master Plan is available in Appendix 9.
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5.6.3

Local detailed plans

There are valid local detailed plans, as well as pending planning
projects, affecting the competition area. The area mainly comprises blocks of public buildings as well as office and commercial buildings, in addition to the railway area. The eastern side
of the railway is allocated as a traffic area, with the exception of
the eastern side of the Tapulikatu street that houses parks and
parking areas.
The following detailed plans apply in the area:
1. Local detailed plan no. 1, ratified on 4 August 1927, effective from 4 September 1927. This is the first local detailed plan
drawn up for Kerava. Blocks and plots are outlined and block
numbers marked in the plan. This plan is still in effect as regards
the railway track area.
2. Local detailed plan no. 2222 (ratified on 26 March 2007, effective from 22 October 2008) concerns the block of flats at Junailijankatu 2, as well as the Daugh villa. 3. Local detailed plan
no. 1220 (ratified on 1 June 1983, effective from 7 July 1983)
concerns the Asemanaukio square, sections of the Paasikivenkatu street and the buildings on it, as well as the Kalevanraitti
street and Tomteby area.

8. Local detailed plan no. 1658 (ratified on 21 March 1989, effective from 28 December 1989) concerns the Tapulikatu street
area and the Heikkilänpuisto park (Heikkilänmäki).
The local detailed plans are available at the Kerava Map Service
(by arcgis.com, available in Finnish).
Amendment no. 2313 to local detailed plan is pending; the plan
draft was on public display during 1–30 October 2020.
Local detailed plan amendment no. 2313 concerns the area to
the north of the Asemanaukio square. The aim of the revised
plan is to allocate residential and commercial construction as
well as park-and-ride services to the station area. The protection
status of buildings that are valuable as regards architectural and
cultural history will be reviewed at the same time. The amendment to local detailed plan proposes circa 5,500 m2 GEA of commercial premises and circa 14,000 m2 GEA of housing, with allocated parking. The applied parking norm for residential buildings
is 1 space/120 m2 GEA and for commercial premises 1 space/50
m2 GEA. The targeted number of parking spaces shared by parkand-ride services, housing and commercial premises is 110 spaces, bringing the total number of spaces implemented in the proposed parking facility to 560.

4. Local detailed plan no. 2258 (ratified on 2 November 2009,
effective from 30 December 2009) concerns the Areena restaurant building on Asemanaukio, at Asemanaukio 5.
5. Local detailed plan no. 1402 (ratified on 15 January 1986,
effective from 25 February 1986) concerns the Yrittäjien talo
building and the park-and-ride area on Veturiaukio.
6. Local detailed plan no. 1739 (ratified on 29 April 1987, effective from 2 April 1991) concerns the Svensk villa and the
Iso-Hollon aukio square.
7. Local detailed plan no. 1345 (ratified on 25 January 1985, effective from 4 March 1985) concerns the Asemantie street to
the north of Aurinkomäki.
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The numbers on the map refer to the local
detailed plans listed in the text. The local
detailed plans are available in Finnish at the
Kerava map service, Keravan karttapalvelu.

The parking area on the east side of the competition area. In the background is the tower of the station building. Photo: Sanna
Lahti 2021.

Sahankatu apartment buildings. Photo: Sanna Lahti 2021.

The underpass from the east to the station
platforms. Photo: Sanna Lahti 2021.

Kerava Jazz festival in 2011. The band is playing on Saviontaipale, sheltered by the
Sibeliuksenkatu underpass. Photo: Lauri Rahikainen.

5.7

MAL agreement
(land use, housing and transport agreement)

The section of the competition area covered by the pending local detailed plan amendment no. 2313 is subject to a land use,
housing and transport agreement (MAL agreement) for 2020–
2031, approved by the Kerava Town Council on 21 September
2020. With the agreement, the Finnish Government and the
municipalities of the Helsinki Region commit to jointly launch
the implementation of a park-and-ride facility in Kerava.
The commuter parking at Kerava Railway Station has been highly burdened, and the standard of service for public transport can
be improved by increasing the number of parking spaces. The
park-and-ride services are also used by residents of the neighbouring municipalities, which is why the municipalities will also
participate in the implementation of the facility with Kerava and
the state. In local detailed plan amendment no. 2313, the Town
of Kerava has presented the Town’s view of a climate-smart and
feasible park-and-ride solution.

•
•
•

Securing the vibrancy of the town centre by creating conditions for a commercially and functionally green streetscape.
Turning green and recreational services into a pull factor for
central Kerava.
Proposing a renewed transport network for central Kerava
and ensuring the smooth flow of traffic.

The strategic area development vision for the town centre will
be updated regularly, at least once during each Council term of
office. Once the result of the ideas competition for the area is
settled, the area development vision will be updated as regards
the area to the east of the railway.
Uudistuva keskusta
Renewing
Centre

Living
Elävä Centre
keskusta

Vihreä
Greenkeskusta
Centre

Sujuva keskusta
Connected
Centre

5.8 Area development vision for central Kerava
A strategic vision is currently being drawn up for the development of Kerava’s town centre. Area development visions are
localised examinations that further expand on the more general Kerava Local Master Plan 2035 and steer the upcoming local
detailed planning.
The objectives of the area development vision for Kerava’s town
centre lay out the background for the architectural competition:
•
•
•

Surveying potential sites for infill development with a separate account of locations suited for tall construction.
Preserving the values related to the historical and architectural significance of central Kerava and reconciling these
with new infill development.
Creating quality standards (planning regulations) for the design and construction of new projects.

The premise for the area4development vision for
central Kerava. Image: Pekka Halme 2021.

On the next page: Area develomment vision (Keskustan
aluekehityskuva). The pdf file is available in
appendix 4.
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5.9

Services

The competition area is located centrally, providing good services. The Asemanaukio square has commercial buildings and a
market hall with restaurants and small shops. Banks, real-estate
agencies, a second-hand bookshop, a pet shop, hair salons and
other small shops and offices are located along Paasikivenkatu. The many shops on the Kauppakaari pedestrian street are
a short walk away, as are the large shopping centres of Prisma,
K-Citymarket and Karuselli. Park-and-ride areas are located to
the east of the railway.
5.10

Land ownership

VR owns the station building and the area of the post office
building, as well as a section of the station’s parking area. The
Finnish Transport Infrastructure Agency/the Finnish state owns
the railway area. Some of the commercial plots and of the parking areas on the eastern side are privately owed. The areas
marked in green are Town property.
5.11

Terrain and soil

The competition area is located in a valley between the Aurinkomäki, Heikkilänmäki and Sampola hills, on low-lying, argillaceous land. The soil consists mainly of clay and silt.

Town property is marked in green. The purple areas are leased
land. Image source: Kerava’s map service, Keravan karttapalvelu.

Ground elevation in the area, appendix 7.
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Aerial orthophotograph and outline of the competition area. Image source: Town of Kerava 2021.
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5.12

Transport system in the station area

5.12.1 Public transport and taxis
The Kerava Railway Station is one of the busiest train stations in
Finland when measured in passenger volumes, with more than
10,000 passengers travelling through on weekdays. The train
connections offered primarily comprise commuter transport
towards Helsinki. In addition, trains also travel towards Tampere and Lahti. For most of the day, 12 trains leave from the
station per hour. During peak hours, services are increased by
a few additional trains, and while the headway is longer from
late evening to the start of the morning peak hours, services are
offered around the clock.
Passengers most typically arrive at the station on foot (53%) or
by bicycle (24%). Bus transport is used by 14%. Some 3% of the
passengers are dropped off by car, and roughly 6% of the train
passengers use the park-and-ride services. Due to the nature of
the traffic, the passengers are chiefly regular travellers who use
trains for commuting, for travelling to use services or for leisure
trips. The proportion of occasional travellers is smaller.
As regards the development of train traffic, there are plans to
increase services to Helsinki, Tampere and Lahti alike. In addition, in roughly 2035, the aim is to launch commuter train traffic
between Kerava and the Nikkilä station in Sipoo, which will significantly increase the number of passengers using interchange
connections at the Kerava station.
The bus terminal at Kerava Railway Station is located in front
of the station on the Asemanaukio square. At present, six local
bus lines from Kerava and three regional lines arrive at the station. The number will increase by one bus line in the future. For
the most part, however, the enhancement of public transport
services will be accomplished by shortening the headways on
currently operating lines. The taxi station is located at the edge
of the Veturiaukio square.
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The taxi station is located at the edge of the Veturinaukio
square, in the north side of the station.

5.12.2 Walking and cycling
The commonest means to arrive at the station is by walking,
which is used by roughly half of all train passengers. The most
significant directions of arrival are marked on the map in red.
The station area also has pedestrian through-traffic, with the
Sampola underpass to the south of the station and the Asemansilta bridge as the most typical routes.
The second commonest means of arrival is cycling, used by nearly a quarter of all train passengers. Seasonal variation is typical
of cycling. During the snowy period, the proportion of cycling
decreases to roughly 40% of the average level and is replaced
by all other modes of travel. The commonest routes of arrival by
bicycle are the same as for walking.
Bicycle through-traffic in the area runs particularly via the Sampola underpass to the south of the station and via Asemansilta
(blue line). In addition, south–north traffic also runs through the
area, but it is divided between varied routes (orange dashed line)
because no single, smooth connection is currently provided.
5.12.3 Bicycle parking
At present, the area offers a sufficient number of bicycle parking
spaces – roughly 1,000 – but they are located inconveniently for
a smooth arrival at the station or too far away from the station
platforms, which means that the bicycle parking areas are not
used. Bicycle parking located on secluded sites also runs the risk
of bicycle theft and vandalism. Furthermore, bicycles are often
parked away from the bicycle racks.

Pedestrian arrival routes to the station. The green circles
represent the railway underpasses. The yellow circle represents the Asemansilta bridge underpass. Map source:
Kerava map service (Keravan karttapalvelu). Image: Erkki
Vähätörmä / Sanna Lahti.

Cycling arrival routes to the station (blue line). In addition,
south-north traffic passes through the area, but it is divided
between different routes (orange dashed line), as there is
currently no single, smooth connection available. Map source:
Kerava map service (Keravan karttapalvelu). Image: Erkki Vähätörmä / Sanna Lahti.

The local master plan defines the bicycle parking norm for housing as 1 space/50 m2 GEA, for commercial and office facilities as
1 space/100 m2 GEA, and for hypermarkets as
1 space/300 m2 GEA.

Image source: Keravan liikennejärjestelmäsuunnitelma 2035, Sito, appendix 8, s.32.
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5.12.4 Car traffic
Driving is also an important means of reaching the station, and
it has an especially integral role in times of disturbances. The
majority of the car traffic in the surroundings of the station
passes through the area or runs towards the town centre. Possible points of crossing the railway by driving are the underpass
on the Junailijankatu street to the north of the station, the Asemansilta bridge to the south of the station, or the underpass on
Sibeliuksentie to the south of the planning area. In particular,
traffic approaching from the east along Porvoonkatu (orange)
utilises Asemansilta, continuing southwards along Asemantie
or northwards to the town centre. Traffic approaching from the
north along Kurkelankatu (green) passes through the area along
Paasikivenkatu, continuing to the south along Asemantie or
to Asemansilta. In addition, town centre through-traffic (blue)
runs via Asemansilta. Some 15 parking spaces are reserved on
the Asemanaukio square for drop-off and pick-up traffic.
Even though the proportion of train passengers who use the
park-and-ride services is only a few percent, the services are
highly important for areas from which good public transport connections to the station cannot be offered. At present, there are
approximately 600 spaces suitable for park-and-ride services at
the station. Some of the spaces are also used for other parking.
The park-and-ride spaces are currently located in ground-level
parking areas. The demand for park-and-ride services typically
focusses strongly on the hours from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Driving routes in the town centre. The routes marked in orange
arrive from Porvoonkatu. The
route marked in blue depicts
town centre through-traffic. The
green route arrives from the
north, along Paasikivenkatu, to
the town centre. Map source:
Kerava map service (Keravan
karttapalvelu). Image: Erkki
Vähätörmä.

The town centre area also offers customer parking in accordance with the diagram 1. In addition, there is on-street parking
in the centre area (diagram 2). Resident parking is located on
the plots of residential buildings.
5.13

Environmental disturbances

The largest environmental disturbances in the area are noise,
vibration and emissions caused by traffic.
The zones of average traffic noise levels (LAeq) for daytime (7
a.m.–10 p.m.) and night-time (10 p.m.–7 a.m.) noise are presented on maps.
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Diagram 1:
Customer parking. Image source: Keravan liikennejärjestelmäsuunnitelma 2025, Sito.
(Kerava Transport System Plan).
appendix 8, p. 21.

Diagram 2:
Street parking. Image source:  Keravan liikennejärjestelmäsuunnitelma 2035, Sito. (Kerava Transport
System Plan 2035), appendix 8, p. 22.
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5.14

Climate

Source: Finland’s changing climate - Climateguide.fi
5.14.1 Current weather conditions
Kerava is located in the Uusimaa Region, where weather conditions are affected by the proximity to the marine environment
of the Gulf of Finland. The impact of the sea is at its greatest
along the coastline in the south-western parts of Uusimaa. Approaching Kerava, the marine influence decreases, but it remains observable in comparison to the prevailing conditions
further inland. The main differences are the high annual rainfall,
the variability of snow conditions and the lower number of hot
days in comparison to other parts of Finland.
Temperatures
The average annual temperature is ca. 5 degrees centigrade. The
average highest temperature per year is 9 degrees and the lowest 0.4 degrees.

The shopping street Kauppakaari in summer.
Photo: Lauri Rahikainen 2011.

The coldest month is February, with an average temperature of
ca. -7 °C. The average highest temperature in February is -3 °C
and the lowest -10 °C.
The warmest month is July, with an average temperature of
17 °C. In July, temperatures rise to an average of 22 °C at their
highest and drop to 11 °C at their lowest.
Thermal autumn arrives, on average, in mid-September. Winter
starts roughly around mid-November. Sometimes the arrival of
thermal winter is delayed until January. Spring arrives at the beginning of April, while summer starts after mid-May.
•
•
•
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Rainfall: The annual precipitation at present is ca. 660 mm.
Snow conditions: The proximity to the sea (ca. 30 km) makes
for highly variable snow conditions.
Wind conditions: The predominant wind direction is
south-westerly.

The shopping street Kauppakaari in winter.
Photo: Lauri Rahikainen 2012.

5.14.2 The effects of climate change
Source: Finland’s changing climate (Climateguide.fi article).
Shift in growth season and temperatures
During the current century, climate change will prolong the
growth seasons in Finland by roughly 1–2 months, depending
on greenhouse gas emissions. This will introduce thermal conditions corresponding to present-day Poland or Eastern Germany
to Southern Finland. Even if global emissions are successfully decreased to a fairly low level, global warming will still be dramatic
enough to bring rising temperatures.
Increase in precipitation
In the future, precipitation will probably increase and heavy precipitation events will become more intense during all seasons.  
The highest relative increase in precipitation will be seen in the
winter. Approaching the end of the century, precipitation in the
winter will, depending on the scenario examined, be approximately 7–30 percent higher than during the period of 1981–
2010. In addition, winter days with precipitation will become
more common, i.e. water in all of its states will fall on more days
than before. The longest dry spells with no precipitation will become slightly shorter. The total precipitation in the winter will
still remain lower than in the summer.

The relative increase in the intensity of the heaviest precipitation will also be highest the winter. However, most of the heavy
rains will continue to occur in the summer.  
Decrease in snow cover and snowy days
With rising temperatures, an increasingly large proportion of
the precipitation in winter will fall as rain. Thaws will become
more common, melting the snows.
In Southern Finland, the number of snowy days may drop by
more than half over the next hundred years. The mean mass of
the snow cover would decrease even more drastically, by 80%–
90%.
The increase in precipitation and changes in snow conditions will
have an impact on the future volume of stormwaters in the area.
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Design Guidelines for the
Competition entries
6.1

The whole formed by the renewing station area

The planning and design for the station area starts with traffic
flows: walking, public transport, cycling and driving. The competition proposals must be based on climate-smart design. The
station area constitutes a site for tall construction. The era of
ground-level parking fields has come to an end. They will be replaced by a versatile mix of construction, housing, street-front
commercial facilities, services and green comfort, as well as
parking to serve these. Successful park-and-ride solutions are
of special importance for the Kerava station area. The milieu of
high heritage and townscape-defining value must be taken into
account in all construction.
6.2

Traffic and transport solutions

The solutions must enable the smooth use of public transport
and decrease the dependence on driving. Customer parking
and park-and-ride solutions must be functional. From the perspective of mobility, the design of the walking environment is of
the most importance.
6.2.1

Driving connections

The street alignment of Asemantie at Aurinkomäki may be reconsidered. The traffic connections via the Asemansilta bridge
and the Porvoonkatu street to the Housing Fair 2024 area are
important. In the future, the area of central Kerava will also expand northwards to the so-called Tuko warehouse area, in accordance with the Kerava Local Master Plan 2035 (local master
plan notation C-3). This will also provide connections from the
Housing Fair 2024 area to the Kerava station.
There must be a minimum of 15 parking spaces for drop-off and
pick-up traffic in front of the station. The highest peak in traffic
is in the afternoon, when drivers are waiting to pick up passengers from arriving trains, which does not necessitate centrally
located waiting spaces.
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In designing solutions for drop-off traffic, competitors must note
that driving access must also be provided to the immediate vicinity of the station platform. This need will be met by roughly
two drop-off parking spaces.
It is also advisable to consider the possibility of drop-off and
pick-up traffic on the eastern side.
As regards traffic, the new development areas are connected to
existing streets. Pedestrian and bicycle connections must connect to the pedestrian zone in the town centre (study area) in
a smooth and safe manner, supporting the commercial vitality
and functionality of the Kauppakaari street.
Planning for the Heikkilänmäki museum area (study area) is
underway. The aim is to enhance the character of the area for
recreational use and to activate the museum functions. Connections to Heikkilänmäki must also be made pleasant and smooth.
6.2.2

Bus and taxi terminals

A considerable amount of interchanges between trains and buses occur in the station area, which is why the bus terminal must
be located close to the station platforms.  
The functionality of bus traffic at Kerava Station requires a minimum of four drive-through bus platforms.   If buses need to
reverse to depart from the platforms, the required minimum
number of platforms is six. Additionally, a separate departure
platform and a waiting area for three buses are required.
A new location must be proposed for the taxi station, but it needs
to remain close to the railway station. It must be positioned in
such a way that it is easily visible from the station platforms.
In addition to providing a transport service, a round-the-clock
taxi service introduces a degree of social control to the area,
thereby improving the area’s safety. The taxi station should be
scaled for a minimum of ten vehicles.

6.2.3

Parking arrangements

Park-and-ride services will be resolved with indoor parking facilities. The number of parking spaces for park-and-ride use
must be increased from the current 600 to roughly 1,200 spaces, 450 of which will be located in a parking facility to be built
on the western side of the railway. The parking facilities may
be designed to be shared with functions for which the parking
demand primarily focusses on evenings, nights and weekends.
Residential parking spaces will be chiefly located on the plots.
The parking norm specified in the local master plan is 1 parking
space/120 m2 GEA. To a minor degree, competitors may also
propose underground parking.
6.2.4

Walking and cycling conditions

The competitors are urged to pay attention to the following in
their plans:
•
•
•

View of the parking area to the east of the station. Photo: Pekka Halme 2021.

the safety and smoothness of cycling and walking routes
the positioning at the station of covered bicycle racks onto
which the bicycles can be locked by their frame
smooth bicycle and pedestrian routes to Heikkilänmäki and
Aurinkomäki, as well as Kauppakaari.

Proposals on pedestrian and bicycle bridges crossing the railway
will be reviewed with caution. It is probable that such solutions
would not be implemented.
The local master plan defines the bicycle parking norm for housing as 1 space/50 m2 GEA, for commercial and office facilities
as 1 space/100 m2 GEA, and for hypermarkets as 1 space/300
m2 GEA. The bicycle parking area must be located as close to
the station and the railway platforms as possible, at an easily accessible site. The parking spaces must be dimensioned for racks
that allow bicycles to be locked to them by their frame.

Bicycle parking on the east side, close to the underpass leading to the station platforms.
Photo: Sanna Lahti 2021.
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6.3

Housing, services and jobs at a traffic node

In the future, the Kerava station area will be a vibrant, cohesive and pleasant environment for services, housing, flexible
working and leisure activities, which remains attractive all yearround. Competitors are required to propose functions for the
area that will support the vitality of the town centre and Kauppakaari, in addition to enhancing the sense of community, with
all age groups in mind.
The following elements shall be allocated to the area:
•
•
•
•
•

housing; special emphasis on finding solutions for communal living and solutions that support the life cycle of living
green yards that offer experiences and create a good microclimate, also contributing to the management of stormwaters in the town
street-level commercial premises in the buildings
services in support of housing and commuter traffic
facilities that enable flexible working.

N

Local detailed plan amendment 2313. Appendix 11.

According to the current service network plan, there is no need
for a school or daycare facility in the area. However, ideas for
daycare functions in the block structure on the eastern side of
the railway may be presented in the form of, for instance, varied
hybrid buildings.
6.3.1 Design guidelines concerning local detailed plan amendment no. 2313

Kaavamuutoksen 2313 luonnos.

Competitors may address, from the point of view of the townscape, the reference plans entailed in local detailed plan
amendment no. 2313, provided that the functional basic solution remains the same. The park-and-ride facilities and the commercial portion of the plan serve as a noise barrier, and their location and massing must remain unchanged. Competitors may,
however, examine the silhouette formed by blocks of flats, for
example, within the confines of the targeted total gross external
area, if this is regarded as beneficial to the overall solution for
the competition area.
Massing draft in the reference plan for new development, included in local detailed plan amendment 2313.
Appendix 11. Appendix 11.
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Competitors may also address the reference plan, on the level
of the townscape, as regards the material and colour choices
or fenestration of all facades (including housing, park-and-ride
facilities and commercial construction alike) with, for example,
perspective images. Particular attention must be paid to the association with the old station building and the valuable milieu.
The referenc plan is presented in Appendix 11.

•

6.3.2 Design guidelines for accommodating railway construction projects to the east of the current railway
The future track needs of the Helsinki City Rail Loop (Pisararata),
outlined in the Pisara+ survey, and the Kerava–Nikkilä line must
be taken into account in the competition area.  
The area available for housing and other construction lies about
27 metres to the west of the current eastern border of the railway area (plan notation LR). Appendix 14.
6.4

Townscape

The renewing station area shall embody, with its vibrant, human-oriented and pleasant architectural character, Kerava’s
strategic goals for a climate-smart pioneering town of fresh ideas.
Tall construction, a more impactful silhouette for the entrance
to the town, and the creation of a new urban image are sought
for the competition area. Careful attention must be paid to the
creation of new town vistas.
6.5

Public urban spaces

Competitors are tasked with creating new high-quality public
urban spaces and proposing solutions for enhancing existing urban spaces to serve as urban living rooms, as well as venues for
varied urban events and recreation.
Public urban spaces must
•
•

consider the needs of all age groups
enable universal access in town

Rush hour at the Kerava station. Photo: Town of Kerava 2004.
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6.6

Green environment

Green elements on the streets of the town centre are highly significant for pleasantness, the local climate and urban ecology.
Kerava’s green plan outlines that biodiversity is to be enhanced
in the street and park areas of central Kerava by introducing a
more diverse range of flora in the plantings and creating planting groups with several species. Blooming plants are used to create a pleasant atmosphere and to attract insects. Developing the
green on the streets also facilitates better stormwater management by implementing structures that not only serve the habitat
for green elements but also provide the immediate processing
of stormwaters on the site where they are generated. The competition proposals must take biodiversity into account and strive
towards increasing it. The green areas proposed for the area
should include versatile and varied green environments. The Lapilanpolku green route from Heikkilänmäki via the Tapulipuisto
park to the station should be enhanced.  

The Lapilanpolku walkway leads from Tapulikatu to Heikkilänmäki and the Lapila district.
Photo: Sanna Lahti 2021.

The yards in residential blocks must be designed as green yards
that support communal activities, create a good microclimate
and contribute to the town’s stormwater management. Opportunities for urban farming may also be furthered.
6.7

Phasing

The renewal of the station area will be a decades-long process.
In outlining the phasing, competitors must consider the current
functional preconditions in the area throughout the construction period. Of the entire planning area, the area detailed in
local detailed plan amendment no. 2313 is scheduled to be implemented first over the years to come, in accordance with the
MAL agreement concerning park-and-ride services.

Example phasing scheme. Number 1 is the starting point, which will be constructed over the
years to come.
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6.8

Climate-smart town for sustainable development

The competition proposals must take into account economic,
ecological, as well as social and cultural sustainability. The designs must promote the principles of sustainable development,
creating a climate-friendly and carbon-neutral area. Utilising the
serviceable buildings in the area is recommended. The repurposing of buildings can decrease the need for new construction.
Kerava has traditions in activities and industry related to wood
construction. The area around the Kerava station used to boast
vibrant carpentry industry, and wood as a material is featured
in, for instance, the town’s coat of arms in the form of a dovetail
joint, as well as in the street names to the east of the railway.
Competitors are required to present ideas on carrying on Kerava’s strong tradition of wood construction in the spirit of a modern wooden town. The designs for the management of stormwaters in a densely-built urban area are important, as rainfall
will increase due to climate change.
The solutions must present
•
•
•
•
6.9

new green construction, a green and vibrant streetscape
stormwater management embedded in the urban fabric
the creation of pleasant, appealing urban spaces
feasible solutions that are sustainable both economically
and in terms of their life cycle.
Building above the railway

Building above the railway is not economically feasible within
the confines of the phasing (A–C) set out for this competition.
However, building on top of the railway in the future must be a
possibility.

View of the Kerava railway station and the tower blocks in the town centre. Photo: Pekka Halme 2021.
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6.10

Consideration of environmental disturbances

The largest environmental disturbances in the area are traffic
noise and vibration caused by traffic. The need for noise control
applies to the entire length of the railway side.
As regards structure-borne noise and vibration, the massing
of buildings and positioning of dwellings as far away from the
tracks and only from the second or third floor up are necessary,
yet sufficient solutions for controlling these disturbances.
6.11

Accessibility to all and safety

Traffic environments must be designed to be as barrier-free and
safe as possible. In designing urban spaces that are perceived
as safe, it is important to create uninterrupted routes (no dead
ends) as part of people’s everyday connections. The separation
between private, semi-public and public spaces must be clear.
Buildings must be placed at a minimum distance of 5 metres
from the railway area in order to avoid dangerous situations.
6.12

Dimensioning

The aim is to design 70,000–80,000 m2 GEA of housing and
15,000–17,000 m2 GEA of commercial facilities for the area.
These figures entail the gross external areas (GEA) outlined in
local detailed plan amendment 2313.
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The need for noise abatement in the area.
Image source: Town of Kerava.

Target gross external areas (GEA) and their distribution in the competition area.
(Corrections to total numebers on November 29)

https://www.kerava.fi/palvelut/kaavoitus/keravan-uudistuva-asemanseutu-kansainvalinen-arkkitehtuurikilpailu/kerava-station-area-renewal-international-ideas-competition
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The Tapulipuisto park playground on the east side. Photo: Sanna Lahti 2021.
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Instructions for preparing
the Competition Documents
7.1

Required documents

The documents must be drawn up in Finnish or English.
The documents shall be produced in pdf format. All pdf file pages
must be vertical A1 (594 x 840 mm) pages and printable to the
scale provided when rendered in A1 size format.
The entry must have 3 pages, as specified in the instructions below. In addition, the competitor may submit a maximum of one
extra page. (In total, max. 4 pages.) Any pages that are produced
in a size other than A1 when rendered to the scale provided will
be disregarded. Furthermore, pages exceeding the maximum
number of permitted pages will be disregarded.
All pages must be numbered – e.g., “1/3”. Competitors must select a pseudonym for their entry, which will be written on every
page and included in every file name. All author and personal
identifiers must be removed from the files, including the file
metadata.
The content of the pages must be arranged as follows:
Page 1) Perspective image, diagrams and description summary
•

Aerial view embedded in the provided aerial image (appendix 16).
• Ground-level outdoor perspective image of a site selected by
the competition team, from the perspective of a pedestrian.  
• Key ideas, themes and motifs in the form of graphs or tables.
Free presentation method, e.g. infographic.
• Diagram of phasing visions for 2030, 2040 and 2050.
• Mobility diagrams: graphs for pedestrians, cycling and car
traffic.
• Parking diagrams and number of car parking spaces.
• Bicycle parking diagram and number of bicycle parking spaces.
• Graphs on the proposed overall scope of construction
       (m2 GEA), itemised by function.

Page 2) Master plan of the area 1:1000
The plan drawing must show the limits of the competition area,
as well as the urban spaces, park areas, squares and event areas, individual buildings, and functionality; transport network,
connections and parking areas. Buildings must be shown with
shading, with a sun angle of 45 degrees from the south-west.
Page 3) Second perspective image and sections
•
•

Ground-level outdoor perspective image of a site selected
by the competition team, from the perspective of a pedestrian.
Area section, area facade or other illustrative image demonstrating the relationship of construction with the old station
building.

Competitors may also place other presentation material of their
choosing on the pages to illustrate the ideas and themes of their
competition entry.
In addition to the A1 pages:
•

The written description is submitted as a separate pdf file
of no more than three A4 pages, detailing the main principles, functional ideas and solutions of the entry, as well as
the gross external areas and the numbers of car and bicycle
parking spaces.
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Presentation method of plan drawings and other submitted material
All pages included in the competition entry must be submitted as one, multi-page pdf file. All text included in the designs
must be written in either Finnish or English. The images must be
publishable and printable to the presented scale as vertical A1
presentation boards, in addition to being legible as reduced A3
printouts.
All author and personal identifiers must be removed from the
files, including the file metadata.
Competition secrecy
The competition is anonymous. All documents and pages included in the competition entry must be equipped with a pseudonym of the competitor’s choosing. The pseudonym of the
competition entry must also be included in the file names. The
competition material may not reveal any other author information or identifiers. Author information is provided only in a separate file to be submitted in connection with the competition
entry submission, containing:
•
•
•
•
7.2

the pseudonym of the entry
the names of the designers who drew up the entry
the copyright holders of the competition entry
contact details (one email address and telephone number).
Competition entry submission

The competition period ends on 15 February 2022 at 3:00 p.m.
(GMT+2).
Competition entries are submitted electronically via the competition website at https://www.kerava.fi/palvelut/kaavoitus/
keravan-uudistuva-asemanseutu-kansainvalinen-arkkitehtuurikilpailu/kerava-station-area-renewal-international-ideas-competition
Competition entries are submitted by uploading the competition documents in accordance with the instructions posted on
the website before the conclusion of the competition period.
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The pseudonym and author details of the competition entry are
also provided, as instructed, in connection with the submission.
The website will close at the given time on the last day of submission.
In the event of a possible technical disturbance, all competition
entry submissions verifiably initiated before the submission
deadline will be accepted into the competition.
The competitor will receive a verification of successful uploading in the form of a downloadable pdf file (not by email).
The competition organiser will dismiss entries submitted after
the deadline. In addition, the organiser may also dismiss competition entries that are defective or do not meet the requirements
specified in this competition programme.
The competitor must make sure to reserve enough time for uploading the competition entry before the deadline.

Practical Information
on the Competition
Questions concerning the competition must be submitted by
Monday, 8 December 2021, at 3 p.m. (EET, UTC +2). Replies to
the questions concerning the competition will be provided no
later than 21 December 2021.
8.1

Programme documents

The competition’s programme documents include this competition programme and its appendices. The competition organiser
reserves the right to supplement the competition documents
until 29 November 2021. Any additions or supplements will be
published on the competition website.
Should discrepancies be revealed in the competition documents,
the competition entry shall be informed by the Finnish version
of the competition programme. In addition to this competition
programme, the following image and appended material can be
downloaded from the competition website Station Area – International Architectural Competition (the appendix are available
in Finnish):
1. Base map and outline of the competition area (dwg)
2. Aerial orthophotograph and outline of the competition
area (pdf)
3. Aerial photos and photos from the area
4. Area development vision for Kerava’s town centre
5. Stormwater report
6. Kerava’s ecosystem report
7. Ground elevation image
8. Kerava’s Transport System Plan 2035
9. Local master plan
10. Green plan
11. Station area local detailed plan amendment 2313
and the reference plan.
12.Kerava’s building heritage inventory (page 8)
13. Commercial report on the station area
14. Reservation for the Pisara railway (dwg)
15. Built environment of the station area
16. Aerial image for the embedded aerial view

In addition to the actual competition material, more map material and other geographic data is freely accessible at the Town of
Kerava map service (arcgis.com).
8.2

Competition webinar

An open-access webinar will be arranged for all who are interested in the competition on 29 November 2021 at 12:0 a.m.–
noon–2:00 p.m. ( EET, UTC +2) on the Teams platform.
The webinar programme and sign-up link will be posted on the
competition website. Competitors can present questions regarding the competition during the webinar. The webinar presentations, as well as the questions asked during the webinar and
the replies to the questions, will be published on the competition website.
8.3

Questions concerning the competition

Competitors have the opportunity to submit questions to the
competition organisers and to request further details and information concerning the programme during the competition. The
questions shall be submitted anonymously via the competition
website by 8 December 2021. All of the questions and the replies to the questions will be published on the competition website in Finnish and English no later than 21 December 2021.
8.4

Publicity of the competition entries

The competition entries will be displayed to the public on the
competition website in March–April 2022. The public will have
the opportunity to comment on the entries via the website for a
period of two weeks. The competition jury will review the public
feedback but is not obligated to comply with the results of the
feedback.
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8.5
Competition resolution, publication of results and public
display
The authors of the entries that will be awarded a prize or purchased will be notified of the result of the competition immediately. The result of the competition will be made public at a
separate publishing event, the date and time of which will be
published on the competition website. After the publishing
event, the result of the competition and the jury’s assessment
report will be published on the competition website. In addition,
the competition result will be published on the SAFA website at
www.safa.fi, in the Arkkitehtiuutiset news magazine and, at a
later date, in the ark Finnish Architectural Review’s competitions
supplement.
After the resolution of the competition, all competition entries
will be public, as will the pseudonyms and names of the authors
of prize-winning and purchased proposals. After the resolution
of the competition, the competition entries and the jury’s assessment report will be displayed on the competition website,
as well as at a location to be announced separately and arranged
by the organiser, for two weeks.
8.6

Future measures resulting from the competition

The jury will issue a recommendation on further planning, based
on the result of the competition. The competition results will be
utilised, as far as applicable, in the drawing up of amendments
to local detailed plans. The competition result will not necessarily lead to a further assignment.

View from between the buildings on the Paasikivenaukio square towards the blocks of
flats in the town centre. Photo: Sanna Lahti 2021.
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8.7

Right of use of the competition entries

Proprietary rights to the competition entries that are awarded a
prize or purchased will transfer to the organiser of the competition (Town of Kerava). The copyright to the entries will remain
with the authors of the entries. The competition organiser and
SAFA have the right to display and publish, without compensation, materials included in the prize-winning and purchased entries and to surrender material from the competition entries for
research and publishing purposes without compensation. The
competition organiser and the executors of further planning
have the right to use the winning entry, as well as the themes
and ideas of other prize-winning or purchased entries, in developing the area, in drawing up the local detailed plan and in other
planning and design for the area, within the confines of copyright law.
8.8

Competition language

The competition languages are Finnish and English. All competition material is available in Finnish. The competition programme
is available in English; the majority of the map material and appended material is only available in Finnish. Should there be discrepancies between the language versions, the Finnish material
will take precedence. Questions regarding the competition can
be submitted in either Finnish or English. Replies to all questions
will be provided in Finnish and English. The competition entry
must be prepared in either Finnish or English.

The colourful splendour of the cherry trees on the east side of the competition area. Image source: Town of Kerava 2015.

https://www.kerava.fi/palvelut/kaavoitus/keravan-uudistuva-asemanseutu-kansainvalinen-arkkitehtuurikilpailu/kerava-station-area-renewal-international-ideas-competition
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